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WTHE NIGHT 1§ WARM AND STHL—<S/ENT [T ]
BUT FOR THE CONTINUEC ACTIVITY ON

THE ISLAND...

First Contact

Where did all the color go? Publisher

It's the obvious question, isn't it? Mike Richardson
Unfortunately, the answer can't be & Editor
traced to any one factor, The decision andy Stradley 10 THE SOUMZ A% HEaRT IS
to produce Mecha (and, Iater this Production/cover colors o reee Y cs-;:r.
summer, The Mark) as Chris Chalenor ' ;

HOW'RE THE
QUIET. THEY WENT
PRISONERSZ/ g€ OW RIGHT AFTER

V... A PERFECT COUNTERPOINT

black-and-white books instead of Operations
full-color was based on a number of Neil Hankerson
converging events and realizations. | Bob Wisner
guess, if an explanation is necessary

(and for loyal fans, | believe an Cover
explanation is deserved), you could Chris Wamner

say the ‘step back® to
black-and-white was primarily due to
continually missed deadlines in the
latter phases of production, and the
realization that despite the flop about
black-and-white books not selling (a
generalization that misses the real
point: bad black-and-white books
don't sell), our black-and-white books
continued to sell—just as well as our
color books. It finally became
impossible to justify spending roughly
double the production costs for a color
issue on books that sold roughly the
same as a black-and-white issue.
And there was one other factor:
timeliness. Producing the book in
black-and-white cuts about seven
weeks off our production time, so this
time around you can be assured of
monthly Mecha adventuresl

vABOVE s, BEYOND THE FOGGED-
MIRROR ROOF OF THE SEA, WE

| LEAVE OuR GUARPS TO WATCH
OVER AN EMPTY VESSEL--

GOOD. A TRANSPORT WILL BE

HERE IN THE MORNING TO TAKE

THEM TO THE MAINLAND. LET'S

HOPE THEY sn}tﬂf QUIET TILL
THEN,

MECHA #3 May, 1888. Published monthly by Dark Horse
Comics Publishing Co., 3376 N.E. Sandy Bivd., Portland,
Oregon 97232-1927. All prominent characters ara ™ and ©
198/ Dark Horse Comics. All rights reserved. "Mecha®
designs © 1987 Harrison Fong. Any similarity between any of
the names, ch 3 or institutions and those of
any parson living of dead or institution is purely coincidental.
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AL EXCePT THAT THiEE Davs |
I Aco we saw AN EveN -
~ M| GREATER WONDER. \
= ‘ T T
#--A5 WE SLIP INTO THE ; )

€OOL EMBRACE OF A { SR 3 \ - |
WORLD WHOSE WONPERS - » - & 3
SAOULD TAKE OUR . :
BREATHS AWAY,

Catching up:

Last issue, a mysterious mecha
battied an army of *demons’ in space.
Back on Earth, at the secret U.S. mecha
base, the liberal-minded Hyer decided
he didn't like the way the military was
treating Terry Pierce (who they'd
brought in for questioning), and took
steps to free the boy from hisholding

| ———
"THREE pAYS AGO MY

cell. Meanwhile, in the South Pacific,
unaware of Hyer's plan, Terry's father
and his companions hatch their own
scheme to escape from their Navy
captors and rescue Terry.

Hyer and Terry have made good their
escape—or have they? It's mecha
against mecha, and San Francisco will
never be the samel Art by Harrison
Fong and newcomer Robert Caracol.
Cover by Chris Warner!

WORLD WAS TURNED
UPSIDE DOWN... )

i \THREE pAYS AGO MY 5
WAs TAKEN FROM ME
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| our FrIENOSH IP
HELPED THE THREE
OF U5 SYRVIVE WAM.,
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|
s THREE-=
CAPTAINS ~Nou sHOULD
LOOK AT THIS! SONAR SHOWS
SOMETHING THAT APPEARS
TO BE ALARGE MANTA--

\THE ODDS DON'T MATTER,
WHATEVER (T TAKES, CHANG,
WORELY, AND T ARE GOING

TO RESCUE TERRY.

MEANING S v

’ wLe e rd L J
s NG VRES (S TANCE AGAINST THIS
e NIGHTMARE 15 USELESS.."
4 Al 3
WRITER PENCILLER INKER LETTERER
RANDY HARRISON ART JOHN
STRADLEY FONG NICHOLS WORKMAN

nF? OWN GOVERNMENT HAS CREATED 8Y MIKE RICHARDSON MECHA DESIGNS BY
NO RIGHT TO HOLD US A<-- AND RANDY STRADLEY HARRISON FONG




WTHEY SAY f
JONAH WAas

sWALLOWED
BY A WHALE--

A\ B .’fﬁ |
W--AND THAT THREE DAYS LATER |l
sl HE WAS CAST LIP ALIVE. -

— O\
VguT RESIST
Ty

‘ ) 37 Y E 3 AT THINK_TONAH
V-_UNTiL 1T BECOMES || | : ) / / HAD IT EASY.
APPARENT THAT WE SO T TR J
ARE ONCE AGAIN-- N - 2

SN [ PO AI NN I
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; ALL HANDS 1O _. _
T WONOER WHAT THE NAVY| ———— [ p ‘ _ :
HAS 1N S TORE FOR LS. " 5 BA g; EEP fﬁ@;g;vs'_

 TORPEDCES
STANDING 8Y!

IT'S MOV ING
CAPTAIN!
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feazor-sHARP |
¥l BLADES CHURN

h-| THE wATER...
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IT'S PICKING
UP SPEED,
sSR!

WE BEGIN TO MOVE-- forms
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\

. = T =
\THEYLL BE ‘WIRE GUIDPED,LOCKED ON OUR IR
SONAR IMAGE A$ WELL As ANY ENGINE NOISES. B
I HOPE WHOEVER'S DRIVING THIS THING
KNOWS WHAT THE Y'RE DOING..."
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1 SEE..NO
HOLD #od? d ] ]
POSITION--

THERE'Ss NO

WAY YOU CAN

W\ [ CATCH IT--BELIEVE
\ “ME, T xNOW.

HOW IO (T
WITH THIS?

/ % ~
2 --THE ONE WE PIN-
/ POINTED AS COMING
FROM THE 8OY's

PERHAPS (T PICKE

ISR | s e /
THAT o A

GET INVOWED N -.“gggsgoao.

o <’

ABOUT
THE
sLAND!

\/

COCTOR
CONOVER,; T THINK
N YOU WERE R/GHT BEFORE

THIS SITUATION GETS ANY
B, MORE OUT OF CONTROL-- }

--4OU KNOW HOW THE FIRST
PERSON TO MAKE CONTACT--

g INITIATES THE
VLINKING"
PROCESS--

--WE'VE
&T%; 7O
Acwgw

it - WITH ONE OF
| THE ROBO-UNITS

-~ AND HOW

UNIT ON THE IKLAND.

AFTER THE LINK
15 ESTABLISHED, NO

ONE BUT THAT

P
SON CAN OPERATE

-

e —r
YHAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT
ABOUT WHAT WOLLE HAP- =
PEN IF THAT PERSON
WERE TO DIE?"

— —
N
| T
2
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HEY, K ID;H |

. . --AND His )
STATUE... NO,
WHO. ¥ ROgoT. J
STEADY, KID. .

s
==\

YOU'RE IN A
SECRET AIR FORCE
BASE UNDER--




HERE W R "o THERE'S NO |~
LINKED TO THE I5LAND Ny | { )\ j ' COLONEL MERER
UNIT BEFORE THE ) cark \ Wi REAlT T

KID CAME ALONG™? ? \ 9 | 7 (/4 b TR AT

YOUR STORYI!

COLONEL,
ARE YOU SURE
THIS |5 NECESSARY?
HNER'S UNORTHO-
2OX,BUT T THINK WE
CAN DEPEND OM HIM f
WHEN THE CHIPS ARE DOWN.

Y + KNOW T /g TU/sT GOTTAGET

T OUT OF THIS PLACE -~/
AM'T 5?&2}15‘ ANY MORE OF THAT
THAT'S WHAT THE BOY y / ; MECHANICAL GRACE -~
SAYS, AND AFTER THE J ¢ A --AND
OLO MAN WASKILLED BY 4 APPARENTLY 3
THE"MYSTERY UNIT," THE / UTILIZE 1T
BON WAS ABLE TO LINK W TO DESTROY THE
WITH THE ISLANDG UNIT-- ) OLD MAN'S KILLER.

THE POINT TQ THIS 16 THAT
[ FROM ALL INDICATIONS We | WIER 18 NOT 4 g
Rranas iy e
PILOTS FOR T

Z TEAM PLAYER,
ROBO-UNITS, GIWEN THE CURRENT
SITUATION: WE CAN'T

AFFORD TO TRUST
ANYONE WHO ISN'T
WITH U5 ONE
HUNDRED
PERCENT.

NOT HERE
cOLONEL?'

FIND HIM, PUT
THE BASE ON —
FULL ALERT. e

y 1
)ﬁ@
—Hﬁ“

N
}\5

913 G

nd

E R ST o
u » um”
AND DRAGGED THE coOLBNEL -- e
WHOLE STORY ouT L
OF HOU,; HUH? Wy _._-THOHGH You sAY iT's OMLY AN
INDUSTRIAL SQUEEZE, J
1T LOOKS LIKE LUXURY AnD NO
FEELS LIKE 4 DISEASE-- MEEQ&ET‘B(

FIGURES,
i LOBR,
EEL

C'MO
Kip! WE'RE
ouTTA HERE!




GO .
IS _JUsT ||
AN OUT! f

N GET
Y THAT DOOR
oPeN--NOW/

e
v 3

~ THING . /Yy

74 >

I THOUGHT T
HAD NO
N\ CHOICE--

SAVE 1T, MAN, 1T S
DOESN'T MATTER N
NOW--




7 somerooyGer THE &
CcCOLO EL-—F(NOQ?T
WHAT 5 GoINGON! U

GIVE HYER A
OPPORTUNITY TO--




I MUST'WE BEEN CRAZY
WHEN T AGREED TO WORK |
FOR YOU. THANKS FOR
REMINDIN' ME OF MY
DEALS.

-«
] THIS ISN'T
| over er!
{f

i I'M NO
| JUST GOING

ALL RIGHT, L G y | \
ALEIONT ' { ) ToleT vou o
3 == GINE T “ WALK ouT A =, / 7 / /l .y G%P M% flili |1

ENOUGH. TN \ = .
LET'S GO. R =T ~ i\ = ; b, UF HYER-- OF HERE! = F \\ / % Z ) HOoUu cAN.

OH, Aso wH;LE w’ou;?s AT §
1Ty SUGGEST YOU BE REAL
CZR}EFHL ABOUT MAKING ANY
SUDDEN MOVEMENTS - - MY ~
CONTROL 1SN!T THE GREATEST
WHEN I'M NERVOUS. T'O
HATE FOR MAIDEN'S
FINGER CAMNONS
10 GO OFF
ACCIDEMNTALLY...




LET ME TRY
TALKIN,
TO HIM,

| COOL! THIS ONE HOW ARE WE GO-
=] [ DRINES JusT LIKE ING TO GET OUuT
MINE --ER, THE ONE —~ \ OF THIS BUILDING,
N THE ISLANO, \ UH, MR,
I MEAN, HYER?

\ i YOU JusT GET

| \Y L UNIT TWO T AND
STOP Hir! WE
CAN oiscuss
nFdLKt LATER!

WOU WANTED TO KNOW fl
HOW WE'D GET ouT OF |
HERE 2 WATCHIM

LESSEE, TWO
1%=INCH-THICK,
OUNTER-SET
ITANIUM- ALLOY
LAST DOORS IN
THE ROOF...

K

- ;"?.'._ P 1A
“ \
ad v |
‘EliRST TVE GO MAKE SURE

KEENE DOESN'T TRY TO FOLLOW
Us IN JOLLY GREEN.




= " I
I CENTRAL RUSSIA, I THE AUTUMN DAWN BREAKS colLl AND

/4
CRISP OVER A sMALL SEEMINGLY UN-
IMPORTANT MILITARY BASE MEAR
NOVOSIBIRSK v

CAPTAIN
REZKOVA--

“""l:‘f:.h"\ a%
"l r*lff&'l‘x:'?“‘f'.. o
gl M0 .

AND
HE'S GOT THE
K10 WITH
HIM !

--DOCTOR
TARNOVSKY REQUIRES
YOUR PRESENCE N
THE LAB.

THERE'S NO
WAY TO STOP F
HIM NOW.

AND HOW AM I SUPPOSED
4 WRONG, TO DO THAT? LOOK WHAT HE

YOU'RE &OING 212 TO UNIT TWO--I CAN'T
AFTER HIM, EVEN GET THE DOOR OPENL

THE DOCTOR HAS
ANOTHER 0AY OF BORING
ROUTINES PLANNED FOR,

ME AND "\TANTOSOV S M jic,"*

= | 7

s

I _WISH WE
couLe BE
FREE oF

BE STOPFED. AND
YOU'RE THE OMNLY
OMNE WHO_!_ CAN

O KEEP THE LID >

ON.THE RUSSIANS -~ #HELL, iy —IF
THE PRESS AND EVERYONE : d WE DON'T
WILL BE ON THIS LIKE ANTS-- A ACT FAST!

WITH ALL DUE RESPECT, V7
5iR, T THINK JOU'RE HAKD- " Z=HYER AND THe

10 AREN'T THE
N e SuG - gMEMY--<
--AND I WON'T HUNT

THEM DOWN LIKE
CRIMINALS JUsT TO
KEEP THIS OPERATION
A SECRET.

THE STORY 15 BOUND TO GET
OUT SOONER OR LATER. MAYBE
WE SHOULD JUST CUT OUuR
LOSSES AND PICK UP THE
PIECES AFTER THIS IS
AlLL OVER.

--FREE TO LET
TANTSOVSHIK

FLY UNRESTRAINED... TO
PANCE AND SOAR., TO HAVE
THE HEAVENS AS MY sTAGE--

RRUSSIAN FOR VOANCER. "

- NSTEAD OF MERELY
BEING A BLUEPRINT FOR
TARNOFSKY'S "MONSTERS. !




~ABOUT MACH TWO, BUT sure! I HAVE TO CALL ———
KON MAIDEN AN GO AloT (= WO 7 e SOMETHING, RIGHT? L\ vt SOt i o NSO
FASTER IF T LET HER.. N BESIDES, (T ALWAYS BUGGED VT LOOMS OuT OF DARKNESS, LIT
- \Y weon MEREK THAT T REFUSED TO THE FIRST PENETRATING RAYS

\ MAIDEN"=>

8y
CALL HER "UMNIT ONE," OF PAWN... A Vis/ON FROM A
FANTAS Y .0
1

spetad LT (N A
V... A PLAYGROUND FOR THE WHALES
THAT GLIDE ABOVE U5 AS GRACE -
FULLY ANP EFFORTLESSLY AS
EAGLES ..

/ AND SPEAKING
| OF THE COLONEL,
= MY GUESS IS HE'LL

f.’ HAVE SOMEONE ON
/ ,ﬁ OUR TAIL ANY
/4 <SECONC NOW...

R PESTINATION, |..

»

=

I WAS GONNA

TAKE YOU BACK TO THE

ISLAND ANC YOUR DAD, BUT
THE SCANNERS sAY THE
HAJY'S THERE IN FORCE--

g ' I . VA PPARENTLY
ré \ x: HOME FOR
TSR, &\ | . = WHOEYEE OF
1 "IF T WASN'T EXPERIENCING A
O 1Ty I WOULPNIT BELIEVE T HAS C‘;ngfp
POSSIBLE TO MOVE THIS 1 :
1 FAST LINCERWATER .. \
N oy - i =

"-_MAYEE WE'C BETTER
JusT LAY tow For A |
WHILE AND HOPE Yyoue|)
DAD AND HiS BUPDIES
CAN TAKE CARE OF
THEMSELVES.Y

VEVEN SO, /F WE DON'T REACH OLR
PESTINATION: WHATEVER IT MAY
BE;, SOON=-=

| “eERHAPS
THAT WILL BE
NOUGH "

" -- THIS PRISON WiLL BECOME
olUR TOMB., WORELY JUST )
INCICATED THAT HE HAS ONLY
TWO MINUTES OF AIR RE-
MANING ..,




T COUGH =
NOW WHAT?

ANSWERS, /[,
AND MORE ACTION [/’
IN 30() DAYS/

Feedbach

Send your cornments c/o Dark Horse Comics, 3376 NE Sandy Bivd., Porfiand, OR 97232

Okay, okay. We're late.
You don't have to tell me, |
know it better than anycne. |
knew we were late way
back in October of last year,
but it was, so to speak, out of
my hands at that point.
However, now that we no
longer have to worry about
color and the extra time and
expense color entails, we'll
have Mecha out to you on
a regular monthly basls,

However, with all of the
setbacks this book has
suffered, there's one thing
that continues to makes this
Job more than worthwhile:
the mail we receive from
you readers. Surprisingly,
even with only two Issues out,
Mecha continues to receive
as much mall as some of
Dark Horse's more popular
titles such as Concrete and
The Amerlcan/ Though the
audience for Mecha may
be smaller than for other
books, you're a very vocal
minority—and | wouldn't
have it any other way! And
well make the long delayed
announcement of the winner
of the "‘Name the Letter
Column Contest® next issue.
Now, to your lefters:

Dear Mechanics,

When | got to my favorite
comic store, the owner
clapped his hand on my
shoulder and said, *You're
geing to be very happy,
Mike."

I walted patiently for him to
finish with another customer,
then he went Into his
reserved comics and pulled
out (ta dal) Mecha #2|

| aimost ripped it out of his
hands, and | uttered a shriek
loud enough to turn all the
heads In the store (it was
really crowded). Finally,
after what seemed lke a
milllon years, Mecha #2 |s

outl Please don't make me
walt so long again (unless it
would affect the comic's
quality)!

Mecha has got to be one
of the most awesome
comics out. Mecha #1
showed four types of
mecha, but not all of them.
Mecha #2 showed only two
additional mecha. when are
you going fo Introduce the
rest?

| Just loved the way that
Hyer described Iron Maiden.

Here's my entry for a
name on your letters page:
‘Mechages” (as In
‘messages’), or It could be
Incoming Mechages.”

In closing. your comic Is
much better than any of the
3 Robotech series,
Transformers, or any of the

other robot comicsl
Awesomel
Sinceraly,

Mike Bene

Toronto, Ontarlo

Canada

Go ahead and shriek,
Mike. Shout it to the hills! Tell
all your friends about Mecha
(or any other comic you
like). Write letters to the
creafors of the books you
buy. But most importantly, tell
your comic shop owner or
manager that you like a
particular tite—and that you
plan to buy it on a regular
basis. Through your letters
you can talk to us, but it's
through you readers that we
talk to your retailers. The only
way a retailer knows to
order a particular title is if you
ask for it—and that's the only
way you can be certain that
they'll have It on hand for
you.,

Mr. Richardson,
Dark Horse Comics Is a
major part of my life. | try to

buy, or at least read, all of
them. As a patron of the
Beaverton Pegasus, seeing
a good part of the Dark
Horse staff is a common
occurrence. In fact, |
remember Randy Stradley
manning the cash register
several times.

My point Is this: Mecha is
probably your best book. It
may not gross as much as
the others, but the style Is
unique. | can't explain it; it
makes you think and ponder
about what could and will
happen. Harrison Fong's
mecha are amazing, and
have a certain flare missing
in other robot comics. The
book stands alone.

Now, as for you letter
column title, | pose an
answer: the Mechaphone.
Consider It.

Thank you for your time
(put cute little company

slogan here).
Sincerely,
Mark Furman
Portland, OR
‘Cute little company

slogan,” eh? Maybe ‘Make
mine Mecha*? or ‘Mecha just
aren't for kids anymore*? or
‘Home of the rising Mecha'?
Naw, I don't think so, Mark.
But you're right, | used to
man the cash register at one
of the Pegasus comics
stores, back when Dark
Horse was just a getfing
started. | used to be able to
handle all of the calls to
artists and writers, do all the
paste-up and do everything
else that needed to be
done from there foo. But
those days are long gone.
Now Dark Horse Is more than
a full-time job (that's an
understatement if | ever
made one), but the thrill is still
there—especially when we
can work with artists as



talented as Harrison, and
recelve letters like yours.

Dear Mecha,

"Wowl" | can't believe how
good Mechalls. | thought it
was Just going to be another
comic about robots, but you
proved me wrong. | LOVE [T
Mecha #1 was superb, but
a little hard to understand.
Mecha #2 was Just as
good, but still a little
confusing. But I'm not
complalningl

| love the art, Inking. and
covers; and | read the letter
columns. | would like to
submit an entry to the letter
column contest, My entry Is
*Mecha Talk.*

Keep up the good work.
Mecha, I'm yours forever (or
as long as the comic runs).
Sincerely,

Nell Campbell
Edmonton, Alberta
Canada

As long as the comic runs,
huh? | guess we can't ask for
more than that, Neil,

Gentlemen,

Congratulations on plant-
Ing the acorn of what could
be a mighty ocak In the
comlic book Industry and
beyond.

The Iinternational cast
Introduced In Issue #1 Is
welcome, and hopefully will
develop as people and not
degenerate Into the
‘all-too-frequently-used”
character sterectypes. One
suggestion: please show us
the cast's emotional
experiences while their
relationships develop as well
as the action sequences.

The art Is excellent, and the
selection of Visual Concepts
for the color separation work
demonstrates your sincerity
In delivering a product of
high quality. Earlier this year. |
had the pleasure of meeting
Mr. Murphy Anderson at a
con In Toronto where | first
heard about the work being

done by Visual Concepts.

Mecha is Just another

example of the integrity of

thelr work.

Continued success,

Francis R. O. Martin

Oakyville, Ontario

Canada

Well, as you've seen from
this issue, Francis, we're no
longer able to make use of
Visual Concepts fine separ-
ations for the interiors of
Mecha, but they're still
providing us with seps for
virtually all of our covers, and
doing a great job!

Dear Randy and Harrison,

| love this comic. The
mecha drawn by Harrison
are fantastic. | am a fan of
Robotech, but only on the
TV. When | saw the Robo-
tech comic | thought,
‘Great!" but the art was just
so lame—uniike this comic.
Excellent work.

In Mecha #2 I'd like to find
out more about the mecha
and the pllot that was out in
space fighting "demons” (as
the pllot put it). He s the most
Iintriguing character In
Mecha so far, | think, Do we
get to find out more about
his mental struggle? And why
does he call the area of
space he's In "hell? Also, are
the demons he fought the
same as the monster that
Terry fought in #17?

The description of Iron
Malden In the back was
great (also, Iron Maiden s
one of my favorite groups). |
hope you describe all of the
mecha In future issues like
that.

Sincerely,
Stan Zienka
Decatur, AL
P.S.—Make it monthiyl

Monthly? Okay! Again.
sorry for the unwarranted
delays, but they're behind us
now., Stan. In answer to your
questions, you will find out
more about the pilot out in

space In upcoming Issues.
And, yes, the ‘demons* are
of the same origin as the
thing Terry battled in issue #1.

Dear Fellow Robo-Readers,
It does disappoint me that
Mecha ls going black and
white, but will that stop me
from buying Mecha? Heck,
nol The storyline and art of
this graphic serial novel s too
appealing to drop. Mecha
Is a collage of high-tech
wizardry, Intrigue, and
superb graphic art, | would
rather it be In color, but the
lower price and monthly
sales make up for this loss of
‘life.”
| have a theory on where
the mecha came from,
which Is as follows: some
fime ago. In Earth's anclent
history, a batfle took place in
space between mecha.
What few survived found
thelr way to Earth where thelr
pllots reprogrammed them
to sleep. They were to sleep
until the time came when
they would be needed. This
time Is now, when their true
maker's enemles are
searching out these
‘weapons.” The use:
unknown.
Doug Leedy
Beaverton, OR

Thanks for all of your
support, Doug! Interesting
theory on the origins of
Mecha, too. Close (in some
respects), but no cigar!
Keep reading for the
answers you're seeking.

Next month (a mere thirty
days from nowl): Inker
Robert Caracol makes his
comics debuf, and Terry
and Hyer get deeper Into
trouble, In: "Strangers In
Paradise”
We'l see you then!

Randy
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